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Legal Disputes Over the Government
Procurement of Cultural and Artistic
Performances: the “Dreamers” Musical for
the 100th Anniversary Celebration of the
Republic of China

Yue-Dian Hsu
Chang-Hung Feng

Abstract

Cultural and artistic performances involve artistic freedom
guaranteed by the Constitution of the Republic of China. From the
perspective of protecting the rights of the people, the state has the
obligation to actively promote artistic freedom. However, cultural and
artistic performances are non-necessities. If professional cultural and
arts workers solely rely on demand for their work in the free market,
maintaining their dignity is difficult. Government procurement is
widely sought among various industries because of its enormous scale.
Government procurement of cultural and artistic performances and
sharing of economic benefits with cultural and arts workers protects
the rights of these workers, such as their right to live, their

fundamental cultural rights, and their artistic freedom. This paper
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argues that these ideals are difficult to achieve under the current legal
system on the basis of a legal analysis of Taiwanese government
procurement of current cultural and artistic performances. The reasons
for this are analyzed using specific cases, and amendments to the legal
system are proposed for the purpose of constructing a more
comprehensive legal system and maximizing the benefits of

government procurement of cultural and artistic performances.

Keywords: cultural and artistic performances, government
procurement, artistic freedom, cultural fundamental rights,

“Dreamers” musical
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