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Workers’ Compensation and Civil Liability
for Damages: A Comparative Study on the
Employer’s Liability for Industrial Accidents
in Taiwan and Japan

Wan-Ning Hsu

Abstract

Both Taiwan and Japan adopt dual system of workers’ compensation
systems - the compensation liability under Labor Standards Law and the
occupational accidents compensation under the Workers’ Accident
Insurance Law. For damages that is not covered by the workers’
occupational accident compensation, workers are also allowed to seek
compensation against the employer according to the Civil Code.
However, a close comparison of employer liability on occupational
accidents in Taiwan and Japan reveals many differences in practical
operation under similar legal framework. This paper first introduces the
workers’ compensation systems in two countries and then analyzes their
differences from the following perspectives: (1) the principal law
governing workers’ compensation for occupational accidents, (2)
exemption from responsibility, (3) the relationship between accident
compensation and accident insurance benefits. This paper then compares
the degree of employer’s liability under Civil Code through analyzing

negligence liability and the coverage of damages compensation.
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