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Legal Education and Legal Practice in
Taiwan

Yin-Li Hsiao
Abstract

A conference on judicial reform held in 1999 reached the
following conclusion: “Legal practitioners comprise judges,
prosecutors and lawyers. Their education and training must be
bolstered in terms of quality and quantity to safeguard people’s rights
and interests.” Despite this conclusion, the public are still dissatisfied
with legal practitioners’ performance. Possible reasons may be their
inability to utilize the overall structure of the law they studied,
deficient professionalism, or heavy workloads. The strategy adopted
by the US and Japan to tackle this problem is to incorporate the study
of actual cases into their education, with legal practitioners lecturing
in off-campus practical training courses. The author is of the opinion
that the above strategy should be feasible under Taiwan’s current
circumstances. In addition, undergraduate and graduate law students
may be required to take professional and interdisciplinary courses
with credits earned counted towards the hours or marks needed to be
licensed as a way to supplement the deficiencies created by existing
short-term training. Moreover, legal practitioners may be encouraged
to return to school to enhance their specialist knowledge so that the
judgments they make are trusted by the public.

Key words: legal practitioners, legal practitioners, case, practical training,
reform, examination.
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