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(1951).

1 Lauterpacht, supra note16, at 68.

2 d.

21 Philip S. Jessup, A MODERN LAW OF NATIONS: AN INTRODUCTION 44 (1968).
Chen, supra note 18, at 222, n. 57.

Jessup, supra note 21, at 44.

Chen, supra note 18, at 221, n. 55; GREEN H. HACKWORTH, DIGEST OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW Vol. 1 196 (1940), cited from Menon, supra note 14, at 53.
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3% JOHN DUGARD, RECOGNITION AND THE UNITED NATIONS 13 (1987).
3! Lauterpacht, supra note 16, at 68; JAMES CRAWFORD, THE CREATION OF STATES
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21" Michael M. Gunter, Liechtenstein and the League of Nations: A Precedent for
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Diminutive States in the United Nations, 21 ICLQ 609, 618 (1972); Duursma,

supra note 177, at 170-74.
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Revue Général de Droit International Public 230-231 (1921); G. Scelle,
L’Admission des Nouveaux Members de la Société des Nations par L’Assemblée

de Geneve, 28 Revue Général de Droit International Public 136-137 (1921).

220 Basic FACTS ABOUT THE UNITED NATIONS (2004), supra note 177, at 297-302,

313-317.

22! Mendelson, supra note 217, at 611; BENEDETTO CONFORTI, THE LAW AND

PRACTICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 27-28 (2000).
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Practices and Development of Collective
Recognition in the Periods of League of Nations
& United Nations
Jack S.F. Chang’

Abstract

States by collective recognition can act jointly in the process of
receiving the information of the situation, evaluating that information and
reaching a decision, and then communicating that decision. Till now, the
act of recognition has the political nature and the privilege of every state. It
is a unilateral act. Each state can decide in accordance with its supreme
national interests and is full of political effect. In the recent stage of
international community, states apparently have no the same standard in
their political, economic or social sphere. This inconsistence in the practice
of states has caused the confused situations more complicated. In the past

time, recognition has been delayed or refused to grant or granted usually

* The author is Ph.D., Department of Law, Soochow University, and right now is a
social serviceman of judicial administrative service of Judiciary Department in
Nanto District Court. The author is very grateful to three anonymous reviewers for
their helpful opinions and deeply appreciates Professor Cheng and Associate
Professor Niu for their guidance and assistance.
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without legal reasons, but completely for the intervention. In the light of
this problem, many scholars of international law have tried to argue that,
the present practice of unilateral recognition by the arbitrary decision of
states should be replaced by collective recognition granted by an
international organization, for instance the United Nations. The method of
collective recognition can conform to the purpose of the political
integration of the international community, and in the long run, is
advantageous to the public interest of all mankind. Therefore, this essay
will in detail discuss the changing situation and the effect on the definition
of state in the practice of recognition from the League of Nations to the
United Nations, and then analyze the new trend of collective recognition
arising from the practice of European Union how to cope with the new

states after the dissolution of former Soviet Union and Yugoslavia.

Key words: State, recognition, League of Nations, United Nations, collective
recognition, membership, statchood, European Union, Soviet Union,

Yugoslavia



