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Gray Souls: Law « Suffering « Redemption
Tsong-Shyan Lin
Abstract

When law makes distinctions between | and Others, does it mean that
the original relation of 1/Others has been distorted by legal violence?
Moreover, if it is impossible to experience Others’ sufferings, how can the
damage caused by crimes be repaired by legal institutions?

To answer these questions, this essay, by reading French novelist
Philippe Claudel’s “Gray Souls”, tries to argue that because of the
inevitable “being-in-the-world”, 1 and Others are totally isolated entities
and therefore, there is no way to understand and experience the sufferings
of Others. Whatever happens between | and Others can only stimulate one
to transform or reflect oneself. This is how one (I, Others) gets redemption
through 1/Others relation before law imposes distinctions on it. The essay,
based on this theoretical argument, concludes that under law’s violence,
the original 1/Others relation will never be restored and any attempts to

reshow it through law is doomed to fail.

Key words: suffering, redemption, others



